QTSQ

A JOINT VISION
FOR CAMBRIDGE’s
QUARTER-TO-SIX QUADRANT
by Barton, Coton, Grantchester and
Madingley Parish Councils
after a public consultation exercise
14 May 2012

-1-

Contents
Opening letter

3

Executive summary

5

1. Cambridgeshire’s Quarter-to-Six Quadrant

7

2. Summary vision for the QTSQ

9

3. A tour round the clock-face of Cambridge

12

4. The characteristics of the QTSQ

16

5. Access to, and within, the QTSQ

36

6. Public policy and previous planning decisions

41

7. Vision for the QTSQ

49

Appendix 1 – Public consultation during the production of this report

59

Appendix 2 – EIP Panel Report 2003

62

Appendix 3 – SCDC LDF 2007

63

Appendix 4 – Appeal Court judgment re Barton Road 2008

69

-2-

To:
cc:

South Cambridgeshire District Council
Cambridge City Council
Cambridgeshire County Council

Date: 14 May 2012
Dear Councillors,
The District and City Councils are currently embarking on the multi-year process of
developing Local Development Frameworks for the period 2017−2031.
To assist you and your Officers develop these plans, and with the specific intention of
influencing the plans and your Councillors’ consideration of them, we hereby submit for
your consideration our joint vision for the area that we have described as Cambridge’s
“Quarter-to-Six Quadrant”, which encompasses our four parishes in South
Cambridgeshire District, together with the land within the City boundary that sits
between our parishes and the built-up area of the City.
We believe that the QTSQ forms a very significant part of Cambridge’s “rural
lungs”. We believe that it should be preserved, enhanced and developed as a
rural, leisure and environmental amenity for Cambridge, the surrounding area,
and the many visitors who come each year.
As you will read, this vision is evidence-based and has been carefully considered.
It was prepared by all four Parish Councils working jointly together, and was formally
endorsed by all Parish Councils at meetings held in May 2012. In addition, it was
strongly supported by neighbouring areas during the consultation exercise.
It was prepared after extensive public consultation, as described in Appendix 1, which
included all householders in the parishes, adjacent representative bodies, charities,
landowners and farmers. The consultation exercise was well-publicised in the media,
and culminated in an open meeting in Barton School on 27 April. The four Parish
Councils considered the results of the consultation exercise, and incorporated them to
produce this final version. The written replies are available for examination upon
request.
Officers have indicated that this document will constitute a Material Planning
Consideration in the context of consideration of your Local Development Frameworks.
We commend this vision to you.
Yours faithfully,
Barton, Coton, Grantchester and Madingley Parish Councils

-3-

Introductory quotations
“There’s peace and holy quiet there....”
Rupert Brooke, “The Old Vicarage, Grantchester”, 1912

―――――
“A little this side of Madingley there is a secluded
dell, paved with grass .... she stood for a moment
looking at the view...”
E M Forster, “The Longest Journey”, 1907

―――――
The Coton corridor ... brings [the] countryside right
in to the heart of the city. Viewed from the west the
distinctive skyline of the historic centre is seen
against the open foreground of land in the Barton
Road area. In our view, the relationship between the
historic centre and the countryside in this location is
critical to the character of Cambridge. Indeed, the
Barton Road area of the city is distinctive in creating
a very direct interface between city centre and
countryside. We have some sympathy with the view
expressed by South Cambridgeshire, that ‘this is the
most important location on the edge of the city’.
Paragraph 8.109 of the Report of the Panel dated February
2003 following the Examination in Public of the Cambridgeshire
and Peterborough Structure Plan

―――――
Mens sana in corpore sano (a sound mind in a
healthy body)
Juvenal, Roman poet, late 1st and early 2nd century AD,
anticipating the benefit to University academics of a walk or
exercise in the countryside
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EXECUTIVE

SUMMARY

The strength of Cambridge is the fact that it has managed to remain a compact,
ancient city of a manageable size with easy access to the countryside. We have
seen this being eroded, especially on the eastern side of the City, but
increasingly on the southeast and northwest as well. QTSQ is our last chance to
retain easily accessible countryside and protect the setting of Cambridge
1.

The “Quarter to Six Quadrant” is the name we have given to the rural area lying
immediately south west of Cambridge, only a mile or two from the built-up edge of
the City. This green area is one of the things that gives Cambridge its unique
character as a place to live, work and study.

2.

The QTSQ gives close, accessible public enjoyment of the countryside. Our vision
is that the QTSQ should be further developed as an environmental and leisure
resource for the people of Cambridge, South Cambridgeshire and further afield to
enjoy in a responsible manner.

3.

Cambridge is often called a “compact City”, but the reality is that recent and
impending development threaten to turn large parts of it into an “encircled City”,
hemmed in by major roads and office/commercial developments.

4.

The QTSQ area is surprisingly undulating for this part of Cambridge, with two
important hills and land sloping down to a flood plain and the river. Much of the
countryside is owned by environmental charities, and is constantly being improved
to provide local amenities. Almost all of it is farmed under the Higher Level
Stewardship scheme. It is highly accessible to members of the public. The four
villages, which have existed for over 1,000 years, have some local independent
shops (many rural in nature or surroundings), and an abundance of pubs for the
thirsty or hungry visitor.

5.

There is easy access to and between the areas/villages within QTSQ. These are
its key features, and form the cornerstone of our vision for the area. Access from
Cambridge to the QTSQ is good. There are extensive ‘entrance’ routes by
footpath or road. The QTSQ is so close to Cambridge – right on its doorstep – that
most visitors do not need to use cars to get into the QTSQ countryside. Once
within the QTSQ, there is an extensive network of inter-connecting footpaths,
bridleways and permissive paths.

6.

For over a century, the planning process and authorities have emphasised the
QTSQ area as a rural environment. The Green Belt has been maintained. No
major residential or commercial development has been allowed. We provide a
history of planning policy for the QTSQ area, to show how our vision is consistent
with this.
-5-

7.

Our vision is for the QTSQ to be preserved and enhanced as a very significant part
of Cambridge’s ‘rural lungs’, dedicated to public rural enjoyment by the people of
Cambridge and visitors to the area. The four parish councils will work together,
and with all those already involved in the area, to develop this vision over the
coming years.

The QTSQ is an important part of what makes Cambridge special. We will keep it
that way, and develop its nature further.

Further details are available from:


www.qtsq.org.uk



Clerk to Barton Parish Council



Clerk to Coton Parish Council



Clerk to Grantchester Parish Council



Clerk to Madingley Parish Council
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1.0 Cambridge’s Quarter-to-Six Quadrant (“QTSQ”)

Section summary:
The “Quarter-to-Six Quadrant” is the name we have given to the rural area lying
immediately south west of Cambridge, only a mile or two from the built-up edge
of the City. This green area is one of the things that gives Cambridge its unique
character as a place to live, work and study.

Imagine Cambridge is a clock-face, with the hands set at a quarter to six. The area
between the two hands of the clock is described in this document as the “Quarter to Six
Quadrant” or QTSQ. The map on the next page shows the area in relation to the City,
and how the “quarter to six” concept arises.


The long hand, pointing to 9 on the clock-face, runs north of, and parallel to, the
A1303 Madingley Road.



The short hand, pointing to 6 on the clock-face, broadly follows the line of the River
Cam, going south (or upstream) along the course of the river. Some call it the
River Granta at that point; the poet Rupert Brooke called it “the yet unacademic
stream”, referring to the fact that it has not yet flowed through the University. Just
as, at a quarter to six, the short hand is not quite pointing directly at 6 but is still a
few degrees short of it

This document and vision concerning QTSQ is primarily concerned with the area within
the four parish boundaries. However, geographic environments are of course joined
and affect each other, and civil administrative boundaries drawn on a map are rarely
apparent to members of the public enjoying the countryside, and certainly not to
wildlife. Therefore this vision is not exclusively concerned with the area within the
parish boundaries, and we most definitely wish to comment on and influence our
adjacent areas in as much as they affect our villages. Furthermore, we specifically
wish to comment and influence thinking east of the river and north of the A1303, so we
would not wish readers to believe that we limit ourselves to the area bounded by the
river or that road: “QTSQ” is a descriptive phrase, rather than a set of lines on a map.
South west from Cambridge, the QTSQ and River Cam flows from the West Cambridge
claylands, with their particular character. This provides an interesting contrast with the
River’s northern exit from the City at Fen Ditton and around Quy, drifting out into the
Fens, demonstrating together the richness of the city’s geographical setting.
The majority of the QTSQ comprises the parishes of Barton, Coton, Grantchester and
Madingley. The area is rural, almost entirely undeveloped outside the village
-7-

envelopes, and easily accessible from the City by foot, cycle, car or bus. The rural
area then extends south and west into neighbouring villages of South Cambridgeshire,
but this report is primarily concerned with the four villages mentioned above, and the
land between them and the built-up area of the City (i.e. within the City boundary). We
do not comment on the University’s North West and West Cambridge sites, as they are
outside the area that we are concerned with.

Illustrative map of Cambridge’s “Quarter-to-Six Quadrant”
We do not intend that the QTSQ should have specific boundaries, but we broadly refer
to the area lying between two clock-hands set at a quarter to six o’clock
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2.0 Summary vision for the QTSQ

Section summary:
The QTSQ gives close, accessible public enjoyment of the countryside.
Our vision is that the QTSQ should be further developed as an environmental
and leisure resource for the people of Cambridge, South Cambridgeshire and
further afield to enjoy in a responsible manner.

The QTSQ is already a vitally important environmental and leisure resource. It
provides a unique contribution to the 140,000 residents of Cambridge, as well as to the
residents of the villages themselves and visitors to the area. Parts of it, such as
Grantchester Meadows, are internationally-famous. Its importance stems from:
1. Its unspoilt, unfragmented rural nature
The QTSQ provides a rural setting for the City. It emphasises the ‘compact’ nature
of the City. It affords magnificent views over the Cambridge skyline. The land is
managed to the highest levels of environmental stewardship.
The QTSQ is a large block of land without major settlements in it. As such, it is not
a narrow ‘green finger’ or a ‘green corridor’, but is so much more than that – it is a
‘green area’, with all the positive advantages that confers. (The QTSQ copes with
the M11 running through it, partly because the motorway is sunk below ground level
for much of the way, though we do have some sound-reduction recommendations in
Section 7).
It is also a very old area. Some of the settlements pre-date Cambridge by many
centuries; all four villages are listed in the Domesday Book (1086); and there are
many historic features, including old houses, farm buildings, field patterns and stillvisible ridge-and-furrow field cultivation.
For centuries much of the QTSQ was owned by various Cambridge Colleges, and
much still is. Their careful and sympathetic stewardship of the area over the
centuries has preserved its beautiful and rural characteristics today.
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The view from Red Meadow Hill over the Cambridge skyline

2. Its close proximity to Cambridge, and the easy access from the City to the
countryside
The QTSQ is only a mile or two from the City. There are many access points along
footpaths and roads. Walkers, joggers, cyclists and those in wheelchairs can
access the area with ease and in a short time, not necessarily reliant on car
transport.
3. The many opportunities for leisure within the area
The QTSQ is criss-crossed with an extensive network of footpaths, bridleways and
permissive paths. The farmland within the area is almost entirely owned either by
environmental charities, or farmed to Natural England’s Entry Level or Higher Level
Stewardship standards, and is very much ‘open to the public’ through the paths and
regular farm open days. In addition, Grantchester Meadows is a world-famous rural
and recreation area; Byron’s Pool is a Local Nature Reserve owned and operated by
the City Council; and Madingley Hall has famous gardens.
Our vision is that the QTSQ should be further developed as an environmental
and leisure resource. Its status as a very significant part of “Cambridge’s rural
lungs” should be enhanced and preserved.
To enhance the area, the Parish Councils will work on schemes intended to enhance
public access and enjoyment, some of which are listed in Section 7.0. We wish to
welcome visitors to the area for responsible rural and historical enjoyment, and to
improve their access to the area and their (and existing residents’) enjoyment once
they are in it. One important aim is to increase awareness of the parts of the QTSQ
that are not currently visited, to ‘spread out’ visitors so they enjoy the whole area and
not just the parts that are currently most-frequented.
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To preserve the area, new housebuilding should be limited to infill-only, broadly in line
with existing planning policy. QTSQ has been extensively considered by many
development and planning reviews over the past two decades, every one of which has
re-affirmed the area’s importance and re-asserted its special, undeveloped status.
Cambridge is often described as a ‘compact City’, but the spate of recent growth and
development out to the A14, M11 and other boundaries threaten to turn much of it into
an ‘encircled City’. The QTSQ is a valuable balance to that.
The full vision is set out in Section 7.0.
The basis for this vision
The Localism Act encourages and empowers communities to be involved – and
determine – the development of their areas. Relevant extracts from “A Plain English
guide to the Localism Act” by the Department for Communities and Local Government
(November 2011) include:
 “We think that power should be exercised at the lowest practical level – close to the
people who are affected by the decisions, rather than distant from them.”
 “This Act passes significant new rights direct to communities and individuals, making
it easier for them to get things done and achieve their ambitions for the place where
they live.”
 “Instead of local people being told what to do, the Government thinks that local
communities should have genuine opportunities to influence the future of the place
where they live. The Act introduces a new right for communities to draw up a
neighbourhood plan.”
Our vision for the QTSQ is consistent with past planning and development policy. In
particular, it is consistent with the vision of South Cambridge District Council, the next
layer of government above our four parish councils. In particular, SCDC’s “Vision for
South Cambridgeshire communities” (also referred to as its “Aims, Approaches and
Actions”) adopted by the Full Council on 23 February 2012 opens with the following
over-riding long-term vision:
“South Cambridgeshire will continue to be the best place to live and work in the
country. Our district will demonstrate impressive and sustainable economic growth.
Our residents will have a superb quality of life in an exceptionally beautiful, rural and
green environment”.
This document shows how that vision can be brought to reality.
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3.0 A tour round the clock-face of Cambridge

Section summary:
Cambridge is often called a “compact City”, but the reality is that recent and
impending development threaten to turn large parts of it into an “encircled City”,
hemmed in by major roads and office/commercial developments

Section 4 of this report will look in detail at the characteristics of the QTSQ itself.
However, before doing that, this section looks at the other parts of the “Cambridge
clockface”, clockwise from 9 o’clock to 6 o’clock, and how they have been and are
being developed.
As the analysis below shows:


approximately 50% / 180 degrees of the clock-face of Cambridge has no easy
access to the countryside, because it already abuts, or has planning permission to
be developed so that it will abut, a motorway or dual carriageway (principally the
M11 or A14) or office or commercial space (principally the science parks and
airport site)



approximately 25% / 90 degrees of the clock-face is developed out from
Cambridge to such a distance that there is in practice no easy access to the
countryside from more central areas.

It is clear that most of the non-QTSQ edges of the Cambridge clockface are already
developed, or will shortly be developed, to such an extent that the rural edge of the City
has or will be lost in these areas. If we start at 9 o’clock and move clock-wise:
1.

Between 9 and about 10 or 11 o’clock: this area is the University Farm, falling
between the Madingley and Huntingdon Roads, and bounded on the west by the
M11. This major site, now entitled the “North West Cambridge Site”, forms the
cornerstone of the University’s development plans for the next 30 or so years, and
the University has recently applied for planning permission from the City Council
and South Cambridgeshire District Council for a major scheme, which in due
course might encompass: 2,500 market houses; 2,500 houses for rent to
University key workers; 5,000 units of student accommodation (perhaps taking the
form of one or two new colleges); over 1 million square feet of teaching and
research buildings; all supported by a supermarket, community centre, hotel and
playing fields. Whilst we acknowledge that this development is a vital necessity for
the University and will be of high urban design quality, it will nevertheless remove
all the rural characteristic of this part of the Cambridge clockface, and will
- 12 -

effectively extend the boundary of the built-up area of Cambridge to within a few
hundred metres of the M11.
2.

Next round the Cambridge clockface we have the sites formerly occupied by the
National Institute of Agricultural Botany, now called NIAB1 and NIAB2. These are
currently a number of agricultural fields, but are due to become a major housing
development. This will effectively extend the boundary of the built-up area of
Cambridge to the A14 dual carriageway on the north of the site.

3.

At about 12 o’clock on the Cambridge clock-face we come to Orchard Park, a
recent development of 900 houses and flats, which extended the boundary of the
built-up area of Cambridge to the A14 dual carriageway on the north of the site.

4.

Round the clock-face from 12 to about 2 o’clock, are the Cambridge Regional
College, the Science Park, the Innovation Centre, the Sewage Works and
Chesterton Railway sidings. These form a continual developed strip between the
King’s Hedges residential area to their south, and the A14 to their north. These
areas extend the boundary of the built-up area of Cambridge to the A14 dual
carriageway.
Satellite map of Cambridge
(numbers in circles refer to the paragraph numbers in the text)

5.

There is a narrow “green corridor” at about 2 o’clock along the south side of the
River Cam, with a strip of pasture fields extending to Fen Ditton. This is a well- 13 -

loved stretch of pasture and open space, and the river bank and fields here form a
valuable contribution to the City, not least because of the well-known ‘Bumps’
rowing races, but also because they give the impression of walking into genuine
countryside. As they have a flanking setting of largely undeveloped agricultural
land, they provide a ‘landscape’ corridor, similar to but less broad than
Grantchester Meadows. The access is through extended development and does
not widen out until the railway bridge is passed, so the experience is less
immediate than Grantchester Meadows.
6.

Between 2 and 4 o’clock, the Cambridge clock-face is dominated by housing along
the Newmarket Road, and by the Airport complex. The airport effectively forms a
boundary between the City and the open countryside beyond, as it is not possible
to walk or cycle through it. Thus any access from the City to outside this area
needs to be by car.

7.

Between 4 and 5 o’clock, the residential area of the City extends towards Cherry
Hinton, including all the housing south of Coldham’s Lane, both sides of Cherry
Hinton Road and Queen Edith’s Way, and to the east of Hills Road. Whilst there is
countryside beyond, the expanse of the residential area means that the
countryside is far from the City centre. At about 5 o’clock itself, are the Gog
Magog hills and the open countryside around there, which are a very important
and precious asset for the City. However, their setting is compromised by the
growing Addenbrooke’s Hospital development.

8.

Between 5 and 6 o’clock, and nearer the centre of the clock-face, is an area that,
although currently undeveloped, has full planning permission for considerable
residential development, some of which has already started construction. The
areas include the Clay Farm development; development at the former Bell School
of Languages site, Glebe Farm and Trumpington Meadows. In total, these will add
many thousands of units of housing. Within less than a decade, this will have a
very considerable effect on this part of the clock-face, and there must be the
possibility of further applications for development between Addenbrooke’s and the
railway line and/or the Shelford Road.

Other areas of green include Stourbridge Common and those being created at Clay
Farm and Trumpington Meadows, but these are all ‘urban parks’ rather than the
genuine countryside offered by the QTSQ area. Having said that, we welcome the
creation of the Trumpington Meadows Country Park, with its 40 hectare wildflower
meadow, 10 hectares of woodland and 4 kilometres of hedgerow, and of the recent
restoration work along the River Cam in this locality. We recognize the value of the
country parks that will be developed along the river in Trumpington Meadows and
between Clay Farm and Addenbrooke's. In particular, the the former will be an
important continuation of publicly-accessible
land beyond Grantchester
Meadows/Byron's Pool, and will provide a river valley walk and cycle route to Hauxton
Mill.

- 14 -

So in summary, Cambridge may be a “compact City” but, over the past two decades
and the next two decades, the City has and will expand to be a largely “encircled City”,
hemmed in by major roads and office/commercial developments, with few if any “green
corridors”, and with few established and easy-access routes for residents and visitors
to use to access the countryside.
Except, that is, for the QTSQ……

- 15 -

4.0 The characteristics of the QTSQ

Section summary
The QTSQ area is surprisingly undulating for this part of Cambridge, with two
important hills and land sloping down to a flood plain and the river.
Much of the countryside is owned by environmental charities, and is constantly
being improved to provide local amenities. Almost all of it is farmed under the
Higher Level Stewardship scheme. It is highly accessible to members of the
public.
The four villages, which have existed for over 1,000 years, have some local
independent shops (many rural in nature or surroundings), and an abundance of
pubs for the thirsty or hungry visitor.

4.1 Landscape features
The topographical nature of the area involves land rising, from east to west, out of the
river valley. In the southern part, the rise is sharp; in the northern part, it is shallow and
there is a large flood plain, alongside the course of the Bin Brook, which flows to
Cambridge and joins the Cam in the centre of the City.
The picture below shows an Ordnance Survey map, which has been layered along
each 10-metre contour line, and lit (from the west side) to show the contours in shadow
relief. The key topographical features have been over-marked.

Photograph of contour
map of the QTSQ
(shadows show 10
metre contour intervals)
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The west-east purple line shows the route a Saxon traveller would have taken across
the River Granta: keeping to the high ground just north of Barton, dropping down the
ridge of the hill through Grantchester, crossing the river close to the present-day Mill
Pond, and rising again through Trumpington and to the Gog Magog Hills. The reason
for crossing at this point was threefold: the route enabled the traveller to keep to the
safer, higher ground for most of the way; further south, the traveller would have to
cross more than one river (i.e. the River Granta, River Rhee and Bourn Brook); and
further north, the traveller would have faced the marsh land where Cambridge now is.
The principal high point is Red Meadow Hill, marked on the map, rising to 55 metres –
a veritable hill in Cambridgeshire terms! This is part of a wider area, once known as
‘Barton Down’. The views from this point – which is fully open to the public – are
amongst the most splendid over the City. King’s and St. John’s College Chapels, the
University Library and the Catholic Church mark the Cambridge skyline, and the broad
open stretch of rural agricultural land in the foreground places the City in a beautiful
setting. The characteristic of the QTSQ is that there is no ‘urban sprawl’, but instead a
visage of a ‘compact city’ set in the Cambridgeshire countryside.
The view from Red Meadow Hill over the Cambridge skyline

Red Meadow Hill is one of three high-points that surround the City, the others being
the Gog Magog Hills and Madingley Hill, the latter which forms the northern edge of
the QTSQ. Red Meadow Hill is currently the least well-known of these three hills, but
that does not diminish its importance. One aspect of the vision set out later in this
document is to broaden public awareness of the splendid aspect of this hill.
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The historic field boundaries, hedges and tree lines are clearly evident in the area,
dating back many centuries.
The QTSQ has some of Cambridgeshire most important rivers and river systems
flowing through it. As well as the Cam and Rhee, there is the Bourne Brook, one of its
main tributaries, and the Bin Brook.
4.2 Flood plain
Below the hills, there is a flood plain, principally east of the M11, between the
motorway and the City. The map below is taken from the Environment Agency’s website. The Environmental Agency categorises land as:


Flood Zone 3 – significant risk – coloured dark blue on the map



Flood Zone 2 – moderate risk – coloured light blue on the map



Flood Zone 1 – low risk – everywhere else, not in Zone 2 or 3 : uncoloured areas
on the map

The Government’s “Planning Policy Statement 25 – Development and Flood Risk” and
recent National Planning Policy Framework place limitations on development in Flood
Zones 2 and 3.
Flood plain map (Source: Environmental Agency)
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There should be no doubt
that the area does indeed
flood.
The adjacent
extract
from
the
Cambridge
Evening
News of 1987 shows a
child, Tom Smellie, a
resident of Gough Way
(just off the Barton
Road), in a rubber boat
outside his house during
the floods.

The flooding happened again in 2001. Recently, some residents of Gough Way have
been given subsidized floor barriers, proving that the threat of future flooding is
considered very real.
Flooding
has
also
affected
Coton,
in
particular
Brookfield
Road, where there have
been incidents of flash
flooding
due
to
insufficient drainage for
those houses at lower
elevations, which are at
risk of an increase in
impervious
surfaces
(new houses) at higher
elevations
due
to
drainage impact on
those
at
lower
elevations and the increasing occurrence of climatic extremes. In 2008 the local road
drainage could not cope with the volume of run-off coming down adjoining roads and
drains caused by a heavy downpour after a dry spell (see photo below). This caused
flooding damage in many garages and some houses, as well as a hygiene risk due to
the sewage system flooding with foul water and overflowing onto the streets and into
houses.
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4.3 Village histories and features
Barton dates back to Saxon times when
the
village
“Baerlic
tun”
(barley
farm/village) was established on the line
of the Roman road Akeman Street. The
Domesday Book showed a population of
31. St Peter’s Church dates from 12th
Century. Barton has 14 buildings of
special architectural or historical interest
of which the oldest is Bird’s Farm,
originally a late mediaeval hall.
Barton is a vibrant village with many activities and flourishing groups. The pretty central
duck pond is ringed by a Post Office, general store, shoe shop, hairdressers, The
Hoops pub, village hall, playgroup building, church, and a thriving Church of England
primary school. The catchment area of the school has included Grantchester since the
closure of the school there in 1981.
Barton is well known for Burwash Manor Farm and the Countryside Restoration Trust.
The Arbory Trust created one of Britain’s first woodland burial grounds, where over
20,000 trees have been planted since 2000. The Leys, a large open community
granted to the parish after the Inclosure Award of 1839, adjoins a Recreation Ground
with play area, bowling green, tennis courts and football pitch. A small nature reserve
was created recently at Church Close. A new Pavilion opened in 2011.
South west of the village lie the dishes of the Mullard Radio Astronomy Observatory.
These were constructed on a section of the Cambridge-Bedford railway line which
closed in 1968 and are a novel and prominent feature on the skyline. North East lies
the Rifle Range, Barton Down, and Red Meadow Hill.
In the mid-1800s the industries were agriculture, rural crafts and coprolite mining. Land
was nearly all owned by the colleges of the University and the Martin family. New
housing for Cambridge commuters led to growth between 1930 and 1970. Barton is
now the largest of the four villages with a
population of 800, in 1,834 acres (742
hectares).
The Parish Plan, adopted in 2004 has been
successful in enhancing the village facilities,
preserving the landscape and reducing speed
along village roads. Sadly, despite efforts, there
are now no allotments in the village.
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Coton, a word meaning “cottages”, was
originally part of Grantchester parish.
The centre of the village, with its church
dating back to the 12th Century and
cottages from the 16th and 17th, is a
conservation area. From the 15th
Century much of the land was owned by
Catharine’s Hall (later College), and the
village shares the emblem of the
Catharine Wheel with the college. There
are a number of interesting architectural buildings, from a 17th Century Dovecote, a 19th
Century model farmyard (now houses), and artistic and musical studios.
Coton has a small, busy, primary school, and an active village community, with a
popular Coton Summer Tea. Polhill Nursery, on the edge of the village, is a thriving
centre set in the Coton Orchard, planted in the 1920s, and on the Cambridge open top
bus route. The Plough is a well-known and successful pub.
The village lies on the Wimpole Way, now a public bridleway linking Cambridge to
Wimpole Hall and beyond, and on Bin Brook, a tributary stream to the Cam. The village
sits in a gentle valley, with one side rising 50 metres to Madingley Hill, and the
boundary of the Parish, and the other rising about the same amount to Red Meadow
Hill, formerly known as Barton Down. Public footpaths and bridleways link the village to
Madingley, Hardwick, Barton, the Coton Countryside Reserve, and Cambridge. There
is a large area of allotments. Red Kites and Black Squirrels are frequently seen in in
the parish.
The parish is some 970 acres (393 hectares), with a population of around 700, a figure
that has been broadly stable since the 1970s. Much of the land in and around the
village is owned and protected by Cambridge Past Present and Future, and although
only a mile or so from the city, it remains a small village set in the countryside. Like its
neighbour, Madingley, it is a cul-de-sac with no major through route. The central
recreation area was donated to the village by the Peake Family in the 1920s, and in
2012 was designated a Jubilee Field as part of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
celebrations.
There are challenges for the village. Since the M11 was
completed in 1980 road usage and noise have risen and the
original noise prevention measures were inadequate for
present day traffic. The village maintains a school (albeit at net
capacity), church, pub, post office, shop and bus services, but
has lost some services in recent years. Some housing
development in the village has been of mixed quality.
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Grantchester is the best-known of the
four villages. It was the site of Roman
settlements, and a ford through the river
Granta. The village was first called
Cair-granta (the castle on the Granta),
and later Granta-sete (the town on the
Granta). Around 700 AD the Venerable
Bede called the village "a desolate little
city". It is mentioned in the Domesday
Book (1086).
When Walter de Merton founded Merton College, Oxford in 1264, his endowments to
the college included his land in Grantchester. In 1452 King's College became Lord of
the Manor and gradually acquired most of the farmland around the village, including the
world-famous Meadows, which it still owns. In more modern times Queen Elizabeth I
processed through the village on 5 August 1564, on her way to Cambridge.
Grantchester’s literary links are famous, with Byron’s
Pool on the edge of the village, and the village
immortalised by the Rupert Brooke poem “The Old
Vicarage”, with its lines: “Stands the Church clock at
ten to three? And is there honey still for tea?” .The
other villages get a teasing mention too: “Barton men
make Cockney rhymes / And Coton's full of nameless
crimes / And things are done you'd not believe / At
Madingley on Christmas Eve.”
Grantchester has a unique natural access. It can be
reached by boat, or punt, along the Cam from
Cambridge. Byron’s Pool Local Nature Reserve is wellknown. The lovely Orchard tea gardens have a Rupert
Brooke museum. Grantchester holds a village Art Exhibition weekend every year, an
annual Boxing Day barrel race, and summer Film Festival. There are no less than four
pubs with jazz, music and beer festivals.
In the 1960s a housing estate was
built, considerably enlarging the
population. Today the village has
approximately 650 residents. The
main challenge for the village, apart
from noise from the M11 for some
houses, is traffic through the village.
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Madingley is the smallest of the four villages (164 electors). Known as Madingelei in
the Domesday Book, the village's name means “woodland clearing of the family or
followers of a man called Mada”.

The village is home to Madingley Hall, built in 1543 with its surrounding park and
farmland. This has only changed hands 3 times since 1543. The village church recently
celebrated its 900th anniversary. Queen Victoria rented the Hall in 1860 for her son
Edward (the future King Edward VII) to live in while he was an undergraduate in
Cambridge University. It has been owned by the university since 1948, and is currently
the home of the University’s Institute of Continuing Education.
Madingley is internationally
famous for The Cambridge
American Cemetery and
Memorial, a cemetery and
chapel
dedicated
to
American servicemen and
women who died in the 2nd
World War. The 30 acre (12
hectare) site opened in 1956.
Most of the 4,000 buried and
5,000 remembered on the
Wall of the Missing died in
the Battle of the Atlantic (1939-1945) or in the strategic air bombardment of Northwest
Europe. A new interpretation centre is currently being built.
Madingley has important wildlife, with an exciting Toad ongoing project and a
University of Cambridge research project investigating jackdaws and a special carp
lake by the Hall. Madingley Wood is an SSSI and a new wood the "800" Wood was
opened to the public by HRH Prince Philip on 20 April 2009 to mark the 800th
anniversary of the University of Cambridge . Madingley Hall is a grade 1 listed building
hosting a variety of courses and the grounds were laid out by "Capability Brown".
The village has The Three Horseshoes – a popular pub/restaurant – and an
independent pre-preparatory school which caters for reception to Year 2 students. The
village is currently developing cycle paths between the village, Cambridge and Coton in
one direction, and Dry Drayton and Bar Hill in the other.
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4.4

Landholdings and land characteristics

The QTSQ is much more than just the four villages. The key to understanding the
area, and the importance of it, lies also in the countryside and farmland around them.
Environmental features include (in alphabetical order):
The Arbory Trust1 is a 40 acre (16
hectares) woodland burial site to the west of
Barton, established in 2000 as the first of its
kind. Although a Church of England charity, it has no geographical or theological
boundaries, and people from all races and religions can be buried there. The Trust has
planted 20,500 trees, including oak, ash, lime, wild service, wild cherry, silver birch,
holly, willow, barberry, whitebeam, yew and alder. Burials take place in the glades
surrounded by trees, the graves ultimately becoming part of that glade or meadow in
time, with the surrounding trees creating a living memorial to those who lie there.
Burwash Manor Farm2 is a 400 acre (162
hectares) family-owned and run farm. It has
been farmed in an environmentally sensitive
way for over 35 years, has been organic
since 2000, and in DEFRAs Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme since 2006. Burwash
carries high numbers of our target species –
skylark, grey partridge, corn bunting, yellowhammer/wagtail – and the five main East
Anglian owls who also hunt/nest there: barn, little, tawny, long and short eared. A
network of permissive and other paths (some circular) link with those of the Coton
Countryside Reserve and Lark Rise Farm, and the Coton Countryside Reserve is also
connected by footpaths. A unique feature of the farm is its open-access website with
details of the farming operations, conservation activities, walks and events, including
regular farm open days.
Byron’s Pool Local Nature Reserve3 is
owned and managed by the City Council.
Byron's Pool was named after Lord Byron
who used to swim at the weir pool. This pleasant woodland site offers a lovely circular
walk next to the River Cam where kingfishers and grey wagtails can be seen on the
weir. The woodland is being managed through the removal of non-native species such
as sycamore and through the introduction of coppicing of native species such as hazel.
The site contains a number of small ponds, managed for the benefit of amphibians. It
will open up into the new Trumpington Meadows Country Park (see below) from 2013.

1

http://www.arborytrust.org/
http://burwashmanorfarm.com
3
http://lnr.cambridge.gov.uk/reserves/byrons_pool/
2
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Coton
Countryside
Reserve 4
is
“Countryside on Cambridge’s Doorstep”. It is
more than 300 acres (121 hectares) of land,
owned by the charity Cambridge Past
Present and Future (“CPPF”, which has
2,000 local members, takes 2,500 local
children on educational events each year).
The Reserve is managed for food
production, public access and wildlife, currently under a Countryside Stewardship
Agreement and Entry Level Stewardship Scheme with Natural England, but soon under
Higher Level Stewardship (application due in 2014). The land was originally owned by
St. Catharine’s College, and was bought by CPPF in the 1930s. In the 1990s
Cambridge PPF resolved to turn its farmland into a countryside reserve, and began the
creation of woodland, hedgerows, bird boxes, ponds, and hay meadows. In 2012, a
new Jubilee Orchard was planted, to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and to bring
back some of the traditional fruit trees that used to be grown in the Coton area. CPPF
has begun a long term programme of investment to improve access to the Reserve
from the City and other villages, with a new disabled-access hard track linking the
Wimpole Way/Coton Footpath to a car park by Wheatcases Barn in 2008, a new
walking guide in 2011, and a new bridge over Bin Brook from the village of Coton into
the reserve planned for 2012. Amongst many other birds, buzzards and hobbies are
frequently seen in the Reserve. Longer-term, the reserve will create a proper wildlife
corridor along Bin Brook to Newnham, a reserve centre at Wheatcases Barn, and more
links to the villages of Barton, Grantchester, Hardwick and Madingley, and to the
University’s West and North West Cambridge sites.
Pictured here are (left to
right) the Vice Chairman,
Chief Executive and Leader
of South Cambridgeshire
District Council taking part in
a recent community tree
planting day at Coton
Countryside Reserve, partfunded by a grant from
SCDC.

4

http://www.cambridgeppf.org/coton-countryside-reserve.shtml
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Coton Orchard was planted in 1922. Like many
orchards in the region, it was established for the
production of apples for the wholesale trade, the bulk of
its produce being marketed through London. It is now
probably one of the last remaining working orchards in
Cambridgeshire and perhaps the most picturesque. A
haven for wild life, a haven for beehives, and a peaceful
respite from the hustle and bustle of Cambridge city
centre, Coton Orchard is a patchwork of apple and plum
trees, strawberry fields, green pastures and grape vines.
Apples are used for juice and soft fruits are sold in the adjacent Polhill farm shop.
The Countryside Restoration Trust5 is a
National Charity with local roots. It has
pioneered the cause of wildlife-friendly
farming since its launch in 1993. Now
having five farms throughout the UK, its first,
Lark Rise Farm in Barton, covers more than
400 acres (162 hectares) and is farmed by a
local tenant farmer. A large proportion of the land lies between Barton and
Grantchester and was purchased from Corpus Christi and St Catharine’s Colleges with
help from the Heritage Lottery Fund. From a wildlife desert consisting of large fields
and monoculture farming, an attractive landscape has been created using a mosaic of
crops, including restored hay meadows. As a result some, of Britain’s most iconic
wildlife species have flooded back – including barn owls, skylarks, reed buntings,
otters, brown hares, harvest mice, grass snakes, bee orchids and many more. In
addition the attractive Marbled White Butterfly has been successfully introduced. The
farm features a network of walks, permissive footpaths and a bridle path, with
interpretation boards along the way to help the visitor. Schools and adult groups from
birdwatchers, farmers and the Women’s Institute are welcomed and, with a Visitor
Centre and accompanied tours, the CRT is helping to re-connect people with nature,
the land and food production. As a pioneering organization, the CRT has attracted
visits from leading politicians, policy-makers and Royalty and has connections with
many leading environmental thinkers and campaigners. The CRT is very concerned
that an increase in population around its land, together with the accompanying increase
in traffic, disturbance and pollution will have an adverse impact on what has already
been achieved.

5

http://www.countrysiderestorationtrust.com/
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Grantchester Meadows are world-famous
and need no introduction. Highly-accessible
from Cambridge, they are loved by local,
national and international visitors.
The
Meadows are owned by King’s College, but
(see later) are the subject of a covenant to
Cambridge Past, Present & Future that
prohibits any building on them.
The
Meadows have been celebrated in verse by
Rupert Brooke, in song by Pink Floyd, and
are loved by everyone. They offer space for walkers, joggers and picnickers all year
round.
Lacies Farm and Manor Farm are the
names of most of the farmland around
Grantchester, owned since the 15th century
by King’s College (King’s acquired Manor Farm when it also acquired the Lordship of
the Manor). This is farmed under Natural England’s Higher Level Stewardship
Scheme. The College has recently commenced informal discussions with the village
about a residential development in the farm buildings, albeit that this would be contrary
to current SCDC planning policy.
Madingley Old Wood is a Site of Special
Scientific Interest containing tracts of
ancient woodland.
The flora and
archaeology of the area have been the
subject of study for 350 years, and the
wood continues to be used for ecological
and education by the University. It is an
example of the ash-maple woodland type
characteristic of the chalky boulder clay of
eastern England. The western sector of the
wood is of ancient origin, whilst the eastern
half is more recent, thus providing valuable
opportunities for study into colonisation
processes and historical ecology generally.
The older primary woodland holds
standards of pedunculate oak Quercus
robur with ash Fraxinus excelsior and field
maple Acer campestre being common. Old
hazel Coryllus avellana coppice, and hawthorn Crataegus monogyna dominate the
shrub layer. The secondary woodland holds a mixture of elm Ulmus sp. and ash with a
shrub layer of elm suckers and blackthorn Prunus spinosa. The ground flora is typically
of dog’s mercury Mercurialis perennis-bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta type. The
woodland has also been noted for its moss flora. The very rare lesser spotted
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woodpecker is still to be seen in Madingley Wood. The site is of particular educational
and research value in view of its long association with the University of Cambridge.
The adjacent Madingley 800 Wood was planted with 15,000 native trees by the
University to mark its 800th anniversary, and opened by the Duke of Edinburgh as
Chancellor. It has a network of footpaths open to the public.
Madingley village is the site of the
Cambridge Jackdaw Project, a University
of Cambridge research project into the
evolution of intelligence in jackdaws. There
are over 100 jackdaw nest-boxes in and
around the village. Moreover, the village is
home to a rookery and a winter roosting site
where thousands of rooks and jackdaws
congregate during the winter months. The
roost is known to have existed in the village for generations, attracting birds from a 30
mile radius. The Cambridge Jackdaw Project6 is a study headed by Dr Alex Thornton
of the Sub-Dept of Animal Behaviour, Dept of Experimental Psychology and Pembroke
College Cambridge. His research group is seen daily observing the wild jackdaw
population, seeking to learn about the evolution of intelligence in these birds. Dr
Thornton’s research has captured the attention of the media lately and brought BBC
Radio 4 to Madingley.
Madingley also has an active toad
conservation program, with volunteers
often seen at work in the village (and the
village has special road signs warning about
toads.

Rectory Farm7 is a privately-owned 50 acre
(20 hectare) farm, with many woodland
features, managed in an environmentallyfriendly way, with public access along many
footpaths and permissive paths.

6
7

http://www.wildcognitionresearch.com/cambridge-jackdaw-project
http://www.rectoryfarmbnb.net/facilities.php
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Trumpington Estate Bird Sanctuary8 is
new and not yet well-known. It comprises
about 130 acres (53 hectares) of privatelyowned farmland on the east side of the river opposite Grantchester Meadows, from the
City Boundary to its north to Trumpington Hall in its south. Under a Higher Level
Environmental Stewardship Scheme, the land has been part-flooded and is now a wild
bird sanctuary. The land itself is not open to public access, which means that the
birdlife is not disturbed, but the public can watch the birdlife from the footpaths on
Grantchester Meadows on the other side of the river, effectively giving the best of both
worlds.
Trumpington Meadows Country Park9 is
managed by the Wildlife Trust. It is being
created from farmland as an integral part of
the
Trumpington
Meadows
housing
development. To date, meadows have been
seeded with wild grasses and meadow
flowers, and hedgerows have been
replanted to restore field margins. A 1.5km stretch of the River Cam running through
the site has been restored to great acclaim. When finished, the new country park will
be a place where local people can enjoy the peace and beauty of an unspoilt riverside
environment, with wild flower meadows, parkland trees, woodlands and ponds,
populated by a rich collection of birds, butterflies and other wildlife. There will be space
for walking, running, cycling, or just sitting and relaxing. Children will be able to create
their own adventures in a safe, natural setting.
There are other important sites as follows:
Madingley
American Cemetery10 is
situated high on Madingley hill, with splendid
views over Cambridge and, on a clear day,
right to Ely Cathedral. It is the only WWII
American cemetery in the UK. Total
American Military World War II casualties
exceeded 290,000; many of those buried at
Madingley American Cemetery are the
crews of British-based US Air Force heavy
bomber crews; some died in combat in the North Africa campaign, others in the
Mediterranean areas of Europe, the North Atlantic and the training grounds in and
around the United Kingdom. The cemetery was established on a temporary basis in
1943, using land donated to the USA by Cambridge University, and the formal,
permanent cemetery was dedicated in 1956. A moving service on US Veteran’s Day
each year draws hundreds of people and a USAF fly-past, paying their respects.
8

http://www.trumpingtonestate.com/
http://www.trumpingtonmeadows.com/environment/the-country-park.aspx
10
http://www.madingleyamericancemetery.info/
9
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The University’s Mullard Radio Astronomy
Observatory11 is at Lord’s Bridge, to the
south of Barton. In was built in 1957 with
sponsorship from Mullard Ltd. and support
from the Science Research Council. The
Observatory is operated by the University’s
Cavendish Laboratory, supported by the
Science and Technologies Facilities Council. The work of the MRAO was recognised
by the award of the 1974 Nobel Prize for Physics to Professor Ryle (whose widow lives
in Grantchester) and Professor Hewish.
The University owns and runs Madingley
Hall12 as the home to its Institute of
Continuing Education13, which provides
residential and non-residential courses,
conferences and summer schools for
professional groups and the general public
th
from around the world. Built in the 16 century, the Hall is a Registered Historic Park
and Garden, and is listed Grade 1. It has 10 meeting rooms and can accommodate up
to 100 delegates. It is set in seven acres (three hectares) of spectacular gardens and
grounds, designed in the 18th century by ‘Capability’ Brown, and open to the public. In
the summer, the Hall hosts an Opera Festival and a Summer Ball, all open to the
public. There are also open garden events and plant sales several times a year;
visitors can wander round the grounds during daylight hours at all times of the year
(albeit with a permit); and the Hall can be hired for weddings and functions.
The University’s Sub-Department of
Animal Behaviour is part of the Zoology
Department of Cambridge University, and is
situated in Madingley. The Sub-Department
was founded in 1950 by W. H. Thorpe, FRS;
it is now a well-equipped and spacious
centre for research on behaviour and
behavioural neuroscience.
As well as
members of the Zoology Department, it also
hosts researchers from the Departments of
Experimental Psychology and Pharmacology. From 2010, the site at Madingley is also
home to the Evolutionary Genetics Laboratory, staffed by researchers in the Evolution
and Diversity research group of the Department of Zoology, and members of the
Department of Genetics. Some of the world's best-known ethologists have worked
there.

11

http://www.mrao.cam.ac.uk/outreach/
http://www.madingleyhall.co.uk/
13
http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/
12

- 30 -

The Ministry of Defence runs the Barton Rifle Range14, a rifle range in
regular use, one of very few available in East Anglia. The training area is
used for live firing. Red flags are flown during the day and red lamps are
lit at night during firing periods at which time access is prohibited to the
Range Danger Area.
The QTSQ is bordered on its north and north east edges by the University’s West
Cambridge Site and its proposed North West Cambridge site. St. John’s College is
another major landowner in the area.

Sporting features include:
Cambridge Rugby Club15 has its pitches
and a small grand-stand and club house at
Volac Park on the border of Newnham and
Grantchester, open to anyone who joins the
club. There are extensive youth and mini
programmes.
Haggis Farm16 consists of 130 acres (53
hectares) outside Barton, offering all
equestrian activities and livery, and housing
the University Polo Club’s ponies. There is
one grass and one practice polo pitch, and
an all-weather polo arena.
The Trinity Foot and South Herts Beagles’
kennels are in Barton. The present hunt is
the result of an amalgamation in 2003
between the Trinity Foot Beagles (a pack run
by the undergraduates of Cambridge
University since 1862) and the South Herts
Beagles (founded 1926).
A number of playing fields owned by
University colleges: King’s, Queens’,
Peterhouse, Pembroke, St. Catharine’s
and Corpus Christi College. These playing
fields (including Cambridge Rugby Club) lie in a belt round the immediate south-west of
the built-up area of the City, having been laid out over the past century to afford easy
access from the City. This is a distinctive and welcome aspect of the QTSQ.
14

http://www.mod.uk/DefenceInternet/AboutDefence/WhatWeDo/DefenceEstateandEnvironment/AccessRecreation/East/
BartonRoad.htm
15
http://www.crufc.co.uk/
16
http://www.haggisfarmpolo.com/
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Retail outlets are almost all small, independent and in many cases very historic. They
include:
Barton has a village shop and post office;
Carters, an old and well-established shoeshop; a hairdresser; and Wallis’ garage and
shop, which is run by a local family and was
established in the early part of last century.

Lance Rayner Leisure Buildings was
established in 1946 and is now run by the
fourth generation of the family, who live in the
village.
It
offers
greenhouses,
conservatories, lean-tos, carports, sectional
buildings, garden machinery and garages in
concrete, steel or wood, as well as sheds,
workshops, chalets, double glazing, windows
and doors, fencing and garden furniture.
Wallis & Son, a garage and car dealership in
Barton, with an associated convenience
store, was established by the present fourth
generation's great grandfather in 1937. The
Wallis family, who have managed the
business from the very start of operations,
has long-established links with aviation in
East Anglia: an ancestor constructed and
piloted the Wallbro Monoplane, the first
aircraft to be flown in the Eastern Counties,
in1910. The first dealership was based on
Chesterton Road in Cambridge, and the
family-owned company has been selling cars from sites in Cambridge, Newmarket and
now Barton for more than 70 years. Today, it concentrates on selling prepared preowned cars, many of which are in the premium sector.
Burwash Manor Barns17 in Barton is a
group of converted farm buildings housing
fifteen independent, unique shops and a day
spa, plus a tea-room with both indoor seating
17

http://www.burwashmanor.com/

- 32 -

and an outdoor terrace. The shops include outdoor, lifestyle or designer clothing,
jewellery, organic produce, wine, gifts, toys and childrenswear, and home and garden
decoration and furnishings. A notable feature is the seasonal sale of asparagus, which
is grown on neighbouring fields.
Madingley Mulch18 is one of the leading
supplier of mulches, soil, organic products
and aggregates in the area, providing
material for gardens, farms and the construction trade.
Polhill Nursery19 is a locally-owned garden
centre on the edge of Coton, which also
incorporates a shop, farm shop/delicatessen,
cafe and post office. Coton Orchard is
adjacent. Polhill is well-visited, being on the
route of many of the tour buses coming out of Cambridge to visit the Madingley
American Cemetery.
Food and drink are available from no fewer than eight pubs:







The Blue Ball, Grantchester20
The Green Man, Grantchester21
The Hoops, Barton22
The Plough, Coton23
The Red Lion, Grantchester24
The Rupert Brooke, Grantchester25

 The Three Horseshoes, Madingley26
 The White Horse, Barton27
The large number of pubs far exceeds what the local population would need, and
demonstrates the high visitor nature of the QTSQ.
Food and drink is also available from:
The Orchard Tea Garden, Grantchester28,
which has a remarkable history and a unique
place amongst English literary, artistic and
philosophical tradition. Between 1909 and the
start of the First World War in 1914, the
18

http://www.mulch.co.uk/
http://www.polhill.co.uk/coton.html
20
http://www.cambridge-camra.org.uk/ale/322/blue-ball.html
21
http://www.thegreenmangrantchester.co.uk/
22
http://www.qype.co.uk/place/423280-The-Hoops-Barton
23
http://www.theploughcoton.co.uk/
24
http://www.redlion-grantchester.co.uk/
25
http://www.therupertbrooke.com/
26
http://www.threehorseshoesmadingley.co.uk/
27
http://www.thewhitehorseinnbarton.co.uk/
28
http://www.orchard-grantchester.com/
19
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Orchard and its wooden tea pavilion (which still stands to this day) provided a backdrop
to a very remarkable group of friends – Rupert Brooke (poet), Russell and Wittgenstein
(philosophers), EM Forster and Virginia Woolf (novelists), John Maynard Keynes
(economist), and Augustus John (artist). Today, it offers traditional English tea, and
other food and drink, all day, all year round. Next door is the associated Rupert
Brooke Museum29 which serves as a fitting memory of the poet and his circle of
friends, and has a small library and shop, and is the headquarters of the Rupert
Brooke Society30.
... and from the tea-room at Burwash Manor Barn, as mentioned previously.

4.5 Public enjoyment
All the places listed above offer public access and enjoyment. In addition, the QTSQ
hosts the following large-scale public events, which attract visitors from Cambridge and
beyond:


Grantchester Fair held in Spring Lane Field in May, a country fair attracting over
5,000 visitors over two days



Grantchester Barrel Race held on Boxing Day and
dating back to the 1960s. This is a traditional race
where 80 people, in teams of four, roll empty
wooden beer barrels up and down the road (four
barrels race side-by-side), watched by 1,500
spectators.



Cambridge Rock Festival held annually over five days at Haggis Farm, Barton,
attracting over 5,000 rockers in August



Cambridge Film Festival held over the August Bank Holiday in the open air in
Grantchester.



Farm open days at Burwash Manor Farm, Lark Rise Farm and the Coton
Countryside Reserve, which bring children and adults into the countryside and
enable them to learn more about farming and environmental stewardship.



Burwash Manor has an extensive programme of events, many of which are
educational and others celebrate rural crafts and the countryside. In 2011/12,
these include: Reindeer Night (5 December), Nest Box Day (19 February), Love

29
30

http://www.rupertbrookemuseum.org.uk/
http://www.rupertbrooke.com/
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Food Week (11-19 February), Easter Egg hunt (7 April), Specialist plant sale (29
April), Asparagus Feast (5 May), Open Farm Sunday (17 June), Apple Day (13
October) and Feed the Birds Day (28 October). There is also a Summer Ball,
raising funds for charity.


Coton Countryside Reserve hosts many guided walks and conservation
activities, and the site is regularly used by local groups.

The villages have their own thriving communities, with village fetes and days, cream
tea days, drama groups, sports clubs (football, cricket, bowls etc), allotments and
gardening societies. There is a model railway club at the end of Fulbrooke Road on
the edge of Grantchester.
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5.0 Access to, and within, the QTSQ

Section summary
There is easy access to and between the areas/villages within QTSQ, and the
QTSQ is close to the City. These are its key features, and form the cornerstone of
our vision for the area.
Access from Cambridge to the QTSQ is good. There are extensive ‘entrance’
routes by footpath or road. The QTSQ is so close to Cambridge – right on its
doorstep – that most visitors do not need to use cars to get into the QTSQ
countryside.
Once within the QTSQ, there is an extensive network of inter-connecting
footpaths, bridleways and permissive paths.

5.1 Public access from the City
A defining feature of the QTSQ is the ease by which it can be accessed from the City.
As two residents said: “it is unusual to find an area so green, so close to a city. It
should be thought of as a National Park for the next generation” and “this region is by
far the closest countryside and walking area available to students for reflection and
quiet socializing, and for most it is essentially the only such area”.
As well as road access, there are easy ‘entrances’ to the area via footpaths from
Newnham, Grange Road and Huntingdon Road, each of which in turn is readilyaccessible from the centre of the City, and in particular from the Backs along Burrell’s
Walk and across Grange Road. There are excellent cycle paths from Cambridge into
the area, in particular along the Coton footpath and alongside the Madingley and
Barton Roads. There are good bus services (though more would be welcome).
There is also good access by river, along the Cam to Grantchester, whether by punt or
canoe. Indeed, this stretch of river is well-known as a popular canoe route, and visited
in the summer by canoeists from far afield.
As well as being well-connected, the QTSQ is close to Cambridge, so those accessing
it by foot, wheelchair or cycle do not need to travel far or for long. The QTSQ is
accessible without the need to get in a car. For many Cambridge residents, and for
many of the 4 million visitors who visit the City each year, a 15 or 20 minute walk will
get them right into the heart of the rural countryside.
Having said that, for those who need to use car transport, the Martin Car Park in the
Coton Countryside Reserve provides suitable parking right in the middle of the QTSQ,
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and Grantchester operates an informal temporary car park in a field on summer
weekends.
Mention should also be made of the two Park-and-Ride facilities at Madingley Road (to
the north of the QTSQ) and Trumpington (to the east). The QTSQ is easily-accessible
from these, after a short walk, and they provide good links between the City and the
QTSQ, and ample parking. They also provide fast links for visitors from further afield.
Map showing the extensive access routes from Cambridge to the QTSQ,
along bridleways, footpaths, permissive paths and pavements
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5.2 Extensive network of paths within the QTSQ
The QTSQ has many tens of miles of footpaths, bridleways and permissive paths,
affording extensive leisure opportunities for walkers, joggers and (given the tarmac
nature of many of these) those in wheelchairs or with limited mobility.
There are long walks and short walks, and many circular walks. Every day and
especially at weekends, walkers and joggers enjoy the countryside within the QTSQ.
Obvious benefits include the contribution to public health and well-being.
All the paths are promoted by Cambridgeshire County Council. Overleaf is a map
showing rights of way in the area.
It is important to note that there are many footbridges over the M11. This, coupled with
the fact that much of the motorway is sunk down or has embankments as it runs
though the QTSQ, enables the QTSQ area to extend both sides of the motorway, and
ensures that the motorway is much less of an intrusion than might at first sight seem
likely.
A key feature of the QTSQ is the number of walks and trails that are marked-out,
published and advertised to the general public. These are actively marketed, and
people are encouraged to visit them. Examples include:
The Wimpole Way (also known as
Harcamlow Way), a section of which
passes through the QTSQ as it goes
13 miles from the City to the National
Trust property of Wimpole Hall. It
passes
through
gently
rolling
countryside, historic villages and areas
of ancient woodland. The route, along
ancient trackways and small sections
of country road, provides good views of
the varied and attractive landscape.
At Lark Rise Farm in Barton, the
Countryside Restoration Trust has four
circular walks, signed and with
interpretation boards. There are an
abundance of skylarks, and other
breeding
birds
considered
rare
elsewhere, such as barn owls and grey
partridges. Farmland flowers including
bee orchids are evident once again,
brown hares have returned and otters are often present in the brook system.
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Cambridge County Council’s definitive rights of way map
It is acknowledged that the rights of way on this map would benefit from additional
highlighting. Section 7.3 states that the production of a comprehensive access map of
the area is a top priority.

- 39 -

The Running Fox walks at Burwash Manor Farm
comprise three walks (½ mile, 1¾ miles and 2¾
miles) through this environmentally-friendly farm,
and 11 signs and interpretation boards to explain
to walkers and visitors the key features and
importance of each area they pass through. As
well as a printed map, there is an interactive web
site.

The Coton Countryside Reserve has four
circular walks: Rowan’s (1.6 miles), Bin Brook
(0.9 miles), View Point (1.8 miles) and (Spine
Route (1.5 miles). They all start and finish at the
Martin Car Park in the reserve, and the Spine
Route is suitable for wheelchairs and those with
impaired mobility.

Barton Village has a map of the footpaths
throughout the village, and similar ones are
planned by some of the other villages
In addition King’s College, through Savills, has
provided a public access map for Grantchester.

In summary, the QTSQ is one of the most accessible areas on the edge of a
major City in the UK, both in terms of ease of getting to it, and ease of walking
around when within it.
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6.0 Public policy and previous planning decisions

Section summary
For over a century, the planning process and authorities have emphasised the
QTSQ area as a rural environment. The Green Belt has been maintained. No
major residential or commercial development has been allowed.
We provide a history of planning policy for the QTSQ area, to show how our
vision is consistent with this.

It is important that the vision in this document is consistent with past, present and likely
future official planning and development policy, so this section summaries that policy.
The whole QTSQ area lies within the “Cambridge Sub-Region” and is hence the
subject of County-wide planning. More locally, most of QTSQ lies within South
Cambridge District Council (“SCDC”), though the parts nearest to the City (most
particularly on the north side of Barton Road) lie within the City Council’s boundary.
The recent planning history is summarised chronologically below, but we start outlining
the moves in the early 20th Century to draw attention to the area and preserve it.
6.1 Rupert Brooke
Grantchester and the poet Rupert Brooke are of course closely-associated with each
other, but what is less well-known is that his famous 1912 poem The Old Vicarage
Grantchester31 also mentions Barton, Coton and Madingley, as well as the
neighbouring village of Haslingfield. Grantchester was well-loved before Brooke took
lodgings there, but his poem made it internationally famous.
6.2 Cambridge Preservation Society legally protects Grantchester Meadows
In the 1920s and 1930s, many local residents of Cambridge were concerned to protect
the rural land round Cambridge from development. They formed the Cambridge
Preservation Society (now renamed Cambridge Past, Present & Future).
They purchased land at Coton, which is now the core of the Coton Countryside
Reserve.
Most famously, the Society also purchased, for £7,549, a covenant from King’s
College, the owners of Grantchester Meadows and other nearby farmland, that the
31

available from www.rbgrantchester.co.uk
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College “will not now or at any future time build or erect or allow to be built or erected ...
any building or erection” other than for agricultural or forestry reasons or as playing
fields. A similar covenant was purchased for £4,100 from Merton College, Oxford,
which also held farmland in Grantchester. Whilst there covenants did not cover all the
land owned by those colleges, it did cover their most sensitive fields. This was an
astonishing and far-sighted transaction, which in many senses laid the foundations for
the QTSQ today. The title page and map from King’s College’s covenant are below:

6.3 Establishment of Cambridge Green Belt
The Green Belt round Cambridge was first delineated in 1965, and the QTSQ was
within that Green Belt. The Cambridge Preservation Society (as it was then called)
was instrumental in achieving this designation, and much of its actions and
landholdings before that date had formed a quasi-green belt.
6.4 Regional Planning Guidance for East Anglia to 2016
In November 2000 the Government, through The Government Office for the East of
England, published “Regional Planning Guidance for East Anglia to 2016” or “RPG6”32.
This document required a review of the existing Cambridge Green Belt, stating that:
“Policy 24: Green Belt review: A review of the Cambridge Green Belt should be
carried out and any proposals for changes to its boundaries included in
development plans. The review should start from a vision of the city and of the
qualities to be safeguarded. It should consider how far the Green Belt is fulfilling
relevant green belt purposes and its influence on settlement form. Where land is
fulfilling such purposes, development plans should include proposals for its use on
the basis of the objectives set out in paragraph 1.6 of PPG2. If sites could be
released without significant detriment to Green Belt purposes, their suitability for
development should be assessed against criteria including proximity to public
transport, employment and services and environmental quality.”

32

http://www.eera.gov.uk/Documents/About%20EERA/Policy/Planning%20and%20Transport/PlanHome/RPG/
ExistRPG/RPG6.pdf
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6.5 Buchanan Study
In 2001, the required review of the Green Belt was commissioned by SCEALA (the
Standing Conference of East Anglian Local Authorities) as part of a report entitled the
“Cambridge Sub-Region Strategy” written by Colin Buchanan and Partners in
association with Bone Wells Associates & Wardell Armstrong, and which became
known as the “Buchanan Study”33. Section 7 of the Study reviewed the Cambridge
Green Belt, and identified areas where 4,000, 8,000 or 11,000 dwellings could
potentially be constructed within the existing Green Belt (or, put another way, which
areas could be taken out of Green Belt) whilst still maintaining the aims of the overall
Green Belt legislation and aims. None of these areas was within QTSQ. The area
closest to QTSQ that the Buchanan Study concluded could be released from the Green
Belt was the site now known as “Trumpington Meadows”.
The maps below show the Green Belt areas that the Buchanan Study felt could
potentially be released for development:

The area closest to QTSQ that
the Buchanan Study felt could
potentially be released from
the Green Belt was the site
now known as “Trumpington
Meadows”

In confirming that all of the QTSQ should remain within the Green Belt, the Buchanan
report commented that:

33

http://www.eera.gov.uk/GetAsset.aspx?id=fAAxADQANQB8AHwARgBhAGwAcwBlAHwAfAAwAHwA0
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“Previous studies have suggested that development could be placed to the west of
Cambridge, between the city and the villages of Coton and Madingley. The
relatively enclosed, rolling landscape could potentially accommodate development.
However, site surveys undertaken for this Study found that there were no
opportunities to develop close to the city boundary without affecting the existing
interface between the city and the countryside, one of the important aspects of
setting. Furthermore, the ecological and historical importance of the area was likely
to generate further constraints to sustainable development.”
6.6 Examination in Public Panel Report 2002/3
The Buchanan Study formed the basis of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough
Structure Plan. In 2002/3 there was an “Examination in Public” (EIP) of this plan,
effectively a form of public consultation, which culminated in a “Panel Report”34. This
Report commented extensively on the Cambridge Green Belt and on the Buchanan
Survey, and endorsed the view that the QTSQ was of high importance to the City and
District. The full text of the relevant section is included as Appendix 2 to this report,
and some relevant extracts are:
“There is no dispute that the Barton Road location contributes to the setting of
Cambridge”
“The land at Barton Road falls within the Coton corridor which brings countryside
right in to the heart of the city. Viewed from the west the distinctive skyline of the
historic centre is seen against the open foreground of land in the Barton Road
area. In our view, the relationship between the historic centre and the countryside
in this location is critical to the character of Cambridge. Indeed, the Barton Road
area of the city is distinctive in creating a very direct interface between city centre
and countryside. We have some sympathy with the view expressed by South
Cambridgeshire, that ‘this is the most important location on the edge of the city’.”
“This interface would be largely lost by major development in the location
proposed. Narrowing the Coton corridor ... would render it almost meaningless as
‘countryside’. Accordingly, we see no reason to disagree with the conclusion of the
Buchanan Study that development in this location would conflict with the purpose
of preserving the unique character of the city. In our view, this conclusion applies
equally to land to the north as to land to the south of Barton Road.”
“We do not consider this to be the appropriate location in which to provide largescale housing.”
“The potential sustainability benefits of this location do not outweigh the potential
harm to Green Belt purposes which would result from major development. This
location is the most sensitive of those identified on the western side of the city in
terms of its impact on the setting of the historic part of the city.”

The planning history now divides into two: one half follows the small part of
QTSQ that is within Cambridge City Council’s boundary, and the other follows
the larger part within South Cambridgeshire District Council.
34

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/FFB6FD8F-7208-452F-909B-D6331C173CE9/0/eippanelreport.pdf
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6.7

Cambridge City Council

In 2006 Cambridge City Council published its
“Cambridge Local Plan”. The Plan highlighted the
importance of the QTSQ area, as shown in the
map opposite.
In December 2007 & June 2008 a property
developer, who had interests in part of QTSQ
within the City boundary, mounted a legal
challenge, first to the High Court and later to the
Court of Appeal, arguing that development should
be permitted along Barton Road. The two Courts
gave their judgments in December 200735 and
June 200836 respectively. Both challenges were
lost. The High Court judgement is interesting and useful as it summarises all of the
planning history of the area to date, and hence is included as Appendix 4 to this report.
6.8 South Cambridgeshire District Council
In 2007, SDCD published its “Local Development Framework”, setting out policies and
proposals for the development and use of land in the district, covering the period to
2016. Amongst the relevant policies are:
Strategic Vision: “South Cambridgeshire will … continue to provide an attractive
rural hinterland and setting for the historic city of Cambridge. Those parts closer to
Cambridge will be protected by a Green Belt.”
ST/1 Green Belt: “A Green Belt will be maintained around Cambridge which will
define the extent of the urban area….. It’s purposes are defined as….. To preserve
the unique character of Cambridge as a compact, dynamic city; to maintain and
enhance the quality of its setting…. Regard will be given to the special character of
Cambridge and its setting, which include … key views of Cambridge from the
surrounding countryside; a soft green edge to the City…”
The LDF established a hierarchy of villages, being (in descending order) Rural
Centres, Minor Rural Centres, Group Villages and Infill Villages. Barton and Coton
are Group Villages, and Policy ST/6 limits development to an indicative maximum
scheme size of 8 dwellings within the village framework; Grantchester and
Madingley are Infill Villages, and policy ST/7 has an indicative size of 2 dwellings
per scheme.

35
36

http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2007/1753.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2008/1151.html
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The maps that follow show SCDC’s “adopted proposals maps” for the four villages
within the QTSQ, all published in July 2011. The key item to note is that all the villages
are surrounded by light green colour on the maps, indicating green belt. (The maps are
slightly difficult to read: they cover two sheets, and you have to ignore the overlap).
Barton

Coton
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Grantchester (and key)

Madingley

In June 2007, SCDC looked in further detail at a number of sites across the District, in
a document entitled “Local Development Framework – Site Specific Policies”, one of
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which was the land north of Barton Road within SCDC and adjacent to that in the City
which was the subject of the legal challenge described above. SCDC assessed the
site before the Appeal Court judgment was delivered, and hence did so on the basis of
SCDC’s analysis alone.
The full extract is set out in Appendix 3. Relevant parts include:
“The site lies within the general sweep of open land on the western side of
Cambridge. Views from the west are afforded over this area to the skyline of
Cambridge in which can be seen some of Cambridge’s quintessential landmark
buildings including Kings College Chapel and the University Library.”
“Whilst the site is small in size development would nevertheless have an impact on
this important part of the setting of the City.”
“The Cambridge Green Belt Study prepared for South Cambridgeshire District
Council in 2002 and which was influential in the finalisation of the Cambridgeshire
Structure Plan’s policies for changes to the Green Belt identified the land including
this site as “supportive landscape” which supports the character of the historic core
and area’s distinctive townscape/landscape providing the backdrop and ambience
which bolster the sense of place of the city and its approaches. The authors of the
report concluded that the land was part of a wider area of landscape to the west of
Cambridge which is essential to the special character of Cambridge where there is
no scope for development. A subsequent Inner Green Belt Study for Cambridge
City Council also dated 2002 identified land within the hedgerows and treed part of
the site as part of a small pocket of land to have ‘medium significance’ to the
purposes of the Cambridge Green Belt. That report did not inform the Structure
Plan proposals for Green Belt changes as did the LDA report for South
Cambridgeshire.”

6.9

Existing Parish Plans

Three of the four villages have Parish Plans.
6.10 Conclusion
The QTSQ has been extensively considered by all the strategic planning processes
over the past decade, including the Buchanan Study, the Examination in Public of the
Structrure Plan and the local plans of South Cambridgeshire District Council and
Cambridge City Council. The latter has been challenged in the High Court and the
Court of Appeal.
In all cases, the views expressed have been the same: that “this is the most
important location on the edge of the city” and “this location is the most sensitive
of those identified on the western side of the city”.
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7.0 Vision for the QTSQ

Section summary
Our vision is for the QTSQ to be enhanced and preserved as a very significant
part of Cambridge’s ‘rural lungs’, dedicated to public rural enjoyment by the
people of Cambridge and visitors to the area. The four parish councils will work
together, and with all those already involved in the area, to develop this vision
over the coming years.

7.1 Introduction
All members of the population – whether living in Cambridge, the QTSQ or further
afield – wish Cambridge to thrive as much in the next 20 years as it has in the last
800+. As residents of the QTSQ, we believe that protecting the balance between City,
village and countryside is vital to ensuring balanced growth and development (both for
the City and for the surrounding villages), and will enable Cambridge to retain the
features that make it so special.
7.2 Economic context
We believe that there is a strong economic case for keeping Cambridge as an
attractive and sought-after place to live, work, study and reflect creatively – essential
for the culture of innovation in the City. We acknowledge the general pressure for
housing development in the wider region taken as a whole, though we would wish to
examine carefully the evidence-base for the exact numbers that are in due course
asserted. We believe that poorly-planned development would destroy the character of
the City and surrounding area, and would be self-defeating.
We debated whether:


there needs to be development within QTSQ to enhance and support economic
growth within the four villages (pursuant to paragraph 28 of the National Planning
Policy Framework, which remarks that “planning policies should support economic
growth in rural areas in order to create jobs and prosperity by taking a positive
approach to sustainable new development”). Whilst there may be individual
hardships, we see no general lack of jobs or prosperity within the four villages;
indeed, many would regard them as of above-average prosperity. We therefore
reject this need; and



there needs to be development within QTSQ to enhance and support economic
growth within the City of Cambridge and the surrounding area, on similar grounds.
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Again, we reject this need. Cambridge is special, as many have said, and indeed
it is of prime economic, academic, research and strategic importance to the
country; but the QTSQ is in fact one of the key features that make it special: the
ability of Cambridge’s residents to cycle for 5 minutes or walk for 10-15 minutes,
and get right out of the city and into the countryside. That ability is not provided by
the City’s commons or parks, even though there an many of them. To destroy the
QTSQ would be to contribute to ‘killing the golden goose’ and to destroy a key part
of what makes Cambridge special in the first place.


it is not relevant to resist expansion of Cambridge in the QTSQ direction, given the
increased urbanisation of our edge of Cambridge (with the most recent addition of
a prominent new building for the University’s Department of Materials Science &
Metallurgy). For the reasons set out in the previous paragraph, we rejected this
assertion completely. The more urbanized our edge becomes, the more important
the ‘rural lungs’ and ‘escape valve’ becomes.

7.3 Policy and Green Belt context
The Vision set out below fits well with the of other appraisals and policies that have
already been approved. SCDC, Cambridge City Council, Natural England, the
Landscape Institute, and other bodies have already undertaken studies that cover the
QTSQ area, which recognise its rural status, as do the 2006 Cambridgeshire Green
Infrastructure Strategy, and the Nature Conservation Strategies produced by both
Local Authorities.
The location of the QTSQ has a particular significance within the Green Belt. The
recently-revised NPPF reinforces the importance of Green Belt designation, and it is
clear that the QTSQ has been crucial to delivering the prime objectives for Green Belt
land. However whilst the Green Belt has been largely successful as a planning tool in
preventing urban sprawl, it has been much less effective in promoting the
enhancements and improvements that were originally envisaged in the enabling
legislation. These public benefits included greater public access and recreational
opportunities, nature conservation initiatives, landscape enhancement, and so on.
With the exception of some enlightened landowners and charities in the last decade,
including in the QSTQ area, these public benefits have been slow to materialise. As a
consequence the Green Belt is now widely perceived in negative terms as a means of
restricting growth, a perception that is not balanced by recognition of its public benefits.
Our vision is to position the QSTQ area as able to rectify perception by becoming a
positive demonstration area of how, with imagination and goodwill, the Green Belt can
be managed to provide material gains for the local communities.
We see no valid reason to re-examine the boundaries of the Green Belt in our area.
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7.4 Approach and philosophy
We have in this document explained the many positive features of the QTSQ.
To an extent, these have developed independently of each other, with limited coordination between or within the villages. It is a tribute to the separately-shared visions
of so many residents and others that the QTSQ has developed its important
characteristics in the way that it has. However, we believe that the next stage of the
development of the QTSQ and its immediate neighbours will be optimised by
considering it as a unified whole.
This document contains a ‘vision’ developed by the four parishes. However, primacy
and responsibility for local actions remains with the individual parishes and their Parish
Councils, informed where relevant by their individual Parish Plans.
We use the word ‘development’ to suggest that the QTSQ should move forward, rather
than stand still. Whilst we do not wish to lessen the contribution of the QTSQ as a
beautiful area for peaceful enjoyment, we do wish:


to enhance the current enjoyment for the people who currently live in or frequent
the area;



to ‘spread the word’ and attract more visitors to the area, in a controlled and
appropriate manner; and



to ‘spread out’ the visitors, in order to relieve the pressure on certain areas (such
as Grantchester Meadows) and share it with other areas that could cope with more
visitors (such as the Coton Countryside Reserve or Madingley).

We are offering our villages and the countryside surrounding them as a public amenity
for the 140,000 residents of Cambridge, in an appropriate and controlled manner, to
enhance their quality-of-life and to keep Cambridge the special place that it is for so
many. We are also offering to take our share of the 4,000,000 visitors to the City each
year.
To an extent, we take the model of the UK’s National Parks37, although lower-level
qualifications such as an Area of Special Scenic Interest or Special Landscape Area
may be of more specific relevance and/or appropriateness. The strap-line of the
National Parks is “Britain’s breathing spaces” and we have reflected that closely by
referring to the QTSQ as “a very significant part of Cambridge’s rural lungs”. The UK’s
15 National Parks are explained on their web-site using the following quotes:


37

“beautiful areas of mountains, meadows, moorlands, woods and wetlands”

http://www.nationalparks.gov.uk/
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Taking each of these in turn: the QTSQ may not have any mountains, but it has
Red Meadow Hill and Madingley Hill, which are ‘mountains’ by East Anglian
standards!
It has perhaps the most famous meadows in the world, at
Grantchester Meadows. It has no moorlands, but it has plenty of woods:
Madingley Old Wood (a Site of Special Scientific Interest), Madingley 800 Wood
and many smaller areas of woodland. And in the Trumpington Estate Bird
Sanctuary, it has a new and important wetland.


“areas of protected countryside that everyone can visit, and where people live,
work and shape the landscape”
The key phrase here is “everyone can visit”, given the QTSQ’s close proximity to
Cambridge and the easy access from it.



“each one has an organisation that looks after the landscape and wildlife and helps
people enjoy and learn about the area”
The QTSQ already has many organisations that look after their part of its
landscape and wildlife, many of which host farm open days and school trips to help
people enjoy and learn about the area. But the area does not yet have a single
organisation to oversee and co-ordinate this. The four Parish Councils came
together to produce this document, and part of our current vision is to continue with
this co-ordinated approach.

Our vision is for the area to retain the characteristics of widespread, working farmland,
managed to high environmental standards. As such, we contrast the QTSQ to Milton
Country Park (a ‘country park’) and Wandlebury (where the core of the land enjoyed by
visitors is not farmed), both of which have distinct boundaries. Rather, the QTSQ is a
wide area in which residents live and farm and go about their everyday lives, but which
welcomes, and offers, rural enjoyment to visitors to the area.
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7.5

Enhance and develop

We want to enhance and develop the QTSQ as a place for enjoyment of the
countryside, for every age group.
Specific recommendations and actions plans will be developed by the individual Parish
Councils over the next few years, to reflect the vision and ‘context and philosophy’ set
out above, but some current ideas include:
Organisation:


to regard many aspects of the QTSQ as a unified whole, rather than four adjacent
or unconnected villages



to co-ordinate better the work of the local land-owning charities, together with the
landowners and farmers of the more commercial farms.



to co-ordinate better the preservation, enhancement and development of the
QTSQ with neighbouring Parishes and Councils to optimise the benefit of the
southern and western fringe ‘rural lungs’ for residents and visitors alike.



to build on the web-site that we have initiated (www.qtsq.org.uk) as a means of
organising and co-ordinating the area as a unified whole.



the four Parish Councils will work together to consider the forthcoming “Issues &
Options” reports from the local planning authorities.

Awareness:


to work with the Highways Department to create more signs from the City and off
the road network, showing the area and the various paths into the countryside



to improve public knowledge of the network of bridleways, footpaths and
permissive paths within the QTSQ, by producing more maps and written
commentaries, on an individual and area-wide basis. As was stated in section 5.2,
the creation of a high-quality comprehensive access map of the area is a top
priority.



to record the historic field names, uses and their medieval origins



to promote awareness of the extensive network of rivers and streams



to build upon the nascent QTSQ web-site, with appropriate links and downloads to
maps etc



to raise public awareness of, and to market, Red Meadow Hill as an important
natural feature and viewpoint over Cambridge
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to work with Cambridge Past, Present & Future on raising awareness of the Coton
Countryside Reserve; and with the Ministry of Defence / Barton Rifle Range to
enhance publicity about, and understanding of, firing and access arrangements;
and with the Highways Department to improve signage to the hill



to promote the pubs on a co-ordinated basis, to the benefit of all



to promote a ‘brand image’ of the area. “QTSQ” may not be the best ‘brand’ or
descriptor, and consideration will be given to a process to consider the selection of
an alternative



if it is considered necessary to further demonstrate in a quantitative manner that
the QTSQ is indeed special (for example, to support a formal planning process), to
collate further objective assessments of the quality and value of the countryside in
the Green Belt around Cambridge is needed. This assessment might look at a
number of key components such as landscape character, significant views and
panoramas, current and potential value for nature conservation, opportunities for
public access opportunities, agricultural land quality, water catchments, areas
liable to flooding; and could be mapped and overlaid using a Geographic
Information System, thus providing an aggregated mastermap showing the quality
of the Green Belt, which, it is anticipated, would provide further independent
evidence of the importance of the QTSQ area..

Access:


to work with local landowners to further enhance public access, open up more
permissive paths. In particular, there would be emphasis on “filling in the gaps”
(which is a Government initiative), by which we mean creating new permissive
paths to link into the existing network and create longer routes, circular routes, or
more interesting routes. We would look to increase the number of north-south
routes, and the routes linking Madingley Road to Barton Road.



to create and promote more jogging routes



to create and promote more cycleways



to create and promote more routes suitable for wheelchairs, push-chairs and those
who are disabled or have mobility issues



to enhance circular routes linking Cambridge and the four villages, both within the
four parishes and across the land within the City boundary to the west of Gough
Way



to enhance the off-road pedestrian, cycle and horse routes between the four
villages

- 54 -



to work with adjacent areas to create more long trails, like the Wimpole Way, that
go through the QTSQ but which start and finish outside the area. These might
commence in the City, or be wholly outside it.



to mark-out a walk from the Trumpington Park-and-Ride to the Madingley Parkand-Ride, to create a circular ‘bus and walk’ for people coming out of the City



to work with the developers of North West Cambridge and Trumpington Meadows,
on suitable links with them



to work with the University and Trinity College, who are the major landowners in
Madingley, on additional and enhanced public access routes, and access to the
Madingley Hall Estate



to work with the bus companies on enhanced services



to work with taxi firms, to establish specific drop-off and pick-up points, with a
fixed fare structure



to consider small, localised car parking arrangements, and cycle parking facilities
(in particular to serve the Madingley 800 Wood)



to promote environmentally-friendly transport, in particular, buses, cycle and
walking paths between the villages and to the city, to reduce the need for car use

Resident and visitor enjoyment:


to create more interpretation boards, of an appropriate number and design



to establish more benches and seating, of an appropriate design



to enhance the sporting features and playing fields in the area, whilst keeping to
the existing features of predominantly playing fields with only small pavilions and
no large constructions



to lay out bridges over streams and rivers where useful to enhance walks and
access



to work with County Council Highways Department to reduce/consolidate signage
‘clutter’ along the A603 and A1303



to plant more hedges and trees, in particular in lines or avenues along paths,
clumps and copses



to promote sound-reduction measures along the M11 as necessary, and in
particular along the stretch facing Coton village (junction 12 to 13)
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to improve the planting of the M11 Junction 12 roundabout, as a ‘green’ entrance
feature to the City



to promote litter collection, including dog bins where appropriate



to discourage inappropriate picnicking and barbeques

Environment:


to encourage the local farming and environmental charities, and other landowners
and farmers, to continue their excellent work of the past decade in re-introducing
animal, bird and plant species into the area, and boosting their numbers



to consider the matter of excessive lighting, light trespass and light pollution (eg
see www.dark-skies.org)



to assess planning applications against the need to conserve the water resource in
our area

Safety:


to reduce speed limits on the A603, A1303 and Coton Road in Grantchester, and
improve the junctions onto and crossings over them



to introduce alternative permissive path and safe cycle routes, to reduce
congestion, increase environmental sustainability and avoid traffic danger-spots



to enhance existing, and introduce additional, traffic-reduction and traffic-calming
measures along the main roads and within the villages (including possible
consideration of 20 mph areas in some of the villages), and prevent the use of the
villages as ‘rat runs’, whilst maintaining the rural character of the villages.

Community:


to work with the education authorities to invest in the correct levels of supply for
schooling for residents of the QTSQ, in particular at the primary level. In particular,
Coton Primary School is at net capacity with current intakes currently greatly
exceeding the PAN and with no scope within the current buildings to accept any
intake should there be new building in Coton. And any increase in development
adjacent to the school, or compromising of access, or of additional traffic, would be
likely to be resisted.



to ensure demographic balance in our villages



to ensure that our children can remain in our villages, in particular by ensuring
appropriate affordable housing provision
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to ensure that our village amenities survive and grow – schools, pubs, shops, post
offices etc



to consider small-scale and sensitive developments, including a proportion of lowcost and/or shared-equity housing



propose further high-speed internet connections

Finance


to achieve the aims of the QTSQ visions, some finance will be needed. As well as
raising finance from grant-giving sources, consideration will be given to localised
initiatives. A “Friends of….” organisation might be created.

7.6 Preserve
To preserve the rural nature of the QTSQ as an area for environmental, leisure and
education opportunities immediately adjacent to Cambridge, we believe that:


South Cambridgeshire District Council and Cambridge City Council, to whom this
report is jointly addressed, should regard it as a significant and material
contribution from the four Parish Councils to the preparation of their forthcoming
Local Plans



if necessary, we will follow the provisions of the 2011 Localism Act and its drive to
empower local communities. Although this report does not – at this stage –
constitute a formal Neighbourhood Plan as defined by the Act, it is a direct
response to this drive towards greater localism. We would have no hesitation
seeking to ‘up-grade’ the status of this report to meet the definition of a
Neighbourhood Plan if this is necessary to give it appropriate recognition with the
relevant planning authorities.



there should be no major commercial or residential housing development within
the QTSQ.
This statement covers the whole QTSQ area, including (but not limited to) the
specific sites put forward under South Cambridgeshire District Council’s recent
“Call for Sites”; and it extends into adjacent neighbourhoods where major
development would be likely to be detrimental to the four villages, such as
additional development at Trumpington Meadows.



South Cambridge District Council’s existing planning policies should continue to
apply:
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― Barton and Coton are “Group Villages”, and Policy ST/6 limits development to
an indicative maximum scheme size of 8 dwellings within the village
framework;
― Grantchester and Madingley are “Infill Villages”, and Policy ST/7 has an
indicative size of 2 dwellings per scheme.
Those policies are of course generic in nature and apply to all Group and Infill
Villages in the District; at our local level, and recognising ‘localism’, (a) some infill
applications that fall within the policies may nevertheless be felt inappropriate by
the local population for local reasons; whilst (b) some minor schemes that fall
outside the strict application of those polices, whether inside or outside the village
envelopes, may (on a case-by-case basis and subject to their individual merits,
associated contribution to the locality or community, and the views of local village
residents) attract a degree of local support which might potentially merit a
weighting when applications are considered.


the City Council should continue to treat the land within its boundary (i.e. between
the four villages and the built-up edge of the City) in the same manner.



the importance of preserving the Green Belt, and linking the QTSQ’s green area to
those of the adjacent areas (e.g. Newnham, Trumpington, Haslingfield, Harston,
Hauxton, Great Shelford and the Eversdens) should be recognised and respected



the farmland in the four villages is farmed on a ‘working farm’ basis, with
commercial agriculture as its aim, albeit mainly on an environmentally-friendly
manner. We wish to preserve this approach, and have no desire to see the
enhanced public access conflict with that approach, nor for the area to become an
unproductive ‘county park’.



there should be no reduction in the current level of public amenities, and the
network of paths, gates etc should remain.



there should be no development which makes worse the already-congested
Madingley Road into Cambridge (which is frequently at a standstill in morning
commuter hours)

These recommendations are consistent with long-standing and existing planning policy.
In conclusion: the QTSQ is an important part of what makes Cambridge special.
We will keep it that way, and develop its nature further.
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APPENDIX 1 — Public consultation during the production of this report

This report has been prepared after extensive public consultation, in an exercise that
commenced in the week of 12 March and culminated in an exhibition and open meeting
in Barton School in the evening of 27 April.
A consultation draft was delivered to:


every house in the four parishes



local planning authorities
− South Cambridgeshire District Council (Cllr Tim Wotherspoon; Cllr David Bard;
Cllr Nick Wright; Jean Hunter, Jo Mills; Keith Miles)
− Cambridge City Council (Cllr Tim Ward; Patsy Dell, Head of Planning; Simon
Payne, Executive Director)
− Cambridgeshire County Council (Cllr Ian Bates; Alex Plant; Graham Hughes,
Director for Strategy & Development; David Arkell, Interim Head of Growth and
Economy)



adjacent Residents’ Associations:
− Residents Association of Old Newnham
− Pinehurst South Residents’ Association
− Gough Way Residents’ Association
− North Newnham Residents’ Association
− West Cambridge Preservation Society
− Trumpington Residents’ Association



Adjacent Parish Councils
− Comberton Parish Council
− Dry Drayton Parish Council
− Harlton Parish Council
− Haslingfield Parish Council



Local and adjacent elected representatives
− Andrew Lansley MP
− Barton Ward, South Cambridgeshire District Council
− Haslingfield Ward, South Cambridgeshire District Council
− Newnham Ward, Cambridge City Council
− Trumpington Ward, Cambridge City Council
− Hardwick Ward, Cambridgeshire County Council



Charities etc
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− National Trust East of England Regional Advisory
− Cambridge Past Present & Future
− Conservators of the River Cam
− The Countryside Restoration Trust
− The Campaign to Protect Rural England
− The Arbory Trust
− Cam Valley Forum
− Cambridge Local Access Forum


Cambridge University
− The Registrary
− Director, University of Cambridge Estate Management and Building Service



Major known landowners, farmers and agents
− Corpus Christi College
− King's College
− Pembroke College
− Queens’ College
− St. Catharine’s College
− St.John’s College
− Trinity College
− Trumpington Farm Company
− Mrs Lesley Bradford
− Lady Lauterpacht
− Mrs E O’Beirne Ranelagh
− Mike Radford
− Lance Rayner
− Bidwells
− Savills

The consultation exercise was publicised in the following way:


creation of a web-site, www.qtsq.org.uk



a press release was issued to the Cambridge News, which published a prominent
article on the consultation exercise



an open meeting was held in Barton School on 27 April. This we very wellattended; the school’s hall was packed full, with standing-room only.

There were 85 responses to the consultation exercise; almost all were supportive of the
broad thrust of the “vision”, and the comments were largely about adding extra details.
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114 people signed a statement saying “I support the broad thrust of the “vision” as set
out in the Consultation Draft.
The four Parish Councils considered the results of the consultation exercise, and
incorporated them to produce this final version. The written replies are available for
examination upon request.
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